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[bookmark: _Toc78467528][bookmark: _Toc78467674]A NOTE FROM THE CREATORS


Thank you for taking this step to ignite your commitment to civic engagements. Social workers’ voices are greatly needed in politics and we hope that this campaign can be a part of your involvement in America’s political system. This campaign will give tour and your peers all that you need to engage with others around the importance of voting and will help to prepare you as you host your first, of hopefully many, non-partisan voter registration drives on your college campus. Yay!

This campaign was designed to give you guidance around hosting a non-partisan voter registration drive and was prepared with all the resources and materials that you will need. This is a free tool! Please, use all the materials and pass the campaign toolkit on to your peers so they can jump in as well! We hope that this campaign can be used by social work students across the country, to help amplify the voice of social work in the political system. We also want this campaign to empower communities across the country, to use their voice through their vote. 

We hope that through hosting this campaign on your campus, that you will gain a sense of political efficacy. As a social worker, you have the skills and knowledge to do the work- all it takes is a little courage to step in. If you need more support or ideas, please visit our website at votingissocialwork.org. We have many resources and means of support to help you in your journey. 

Let’s get started! Happy campaigning! 

Sincerely, Voting is Social Work.






[bookmark: _Toc78467675]SPECIAL CONSIDERARTIONS


1. Please do not change the materials included in this campaign unless you are adding your school’s logo to the materials. 


2.  If you are not a social worker or social worker student, feel free to adjust the campaign to meet your profession’s needs. You don’t need to use all the materials or complete everything included in the campaign calendar. Feel free to use what you can. We are hopeful that you can still use the campaign and put on your own non-partisan voter registration campaign. 


3. When using campaign materials on your social media accounts, please be sure to tag @votingissocialwork & @speak_policy_advocacy in your captions. 


4. Review the campaign guide and materials before you start. Don’t feel pressured to complete all the suggested events and activities. Look ahead and choose the activities and events that interest you and your group.


5. When posting to social media, please use alt-text or provide a short description of the post to assist those who use screen readers.


6. Do some research on the ways that voter suppression impacts different populations and consider inviting organizations on your campus that represent those groups’ interests to participate with you and your group in the campaign. The more the merrier.  
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INTRODUCTION TO THE CAMPAIGN
This campaign is meant to be an 8-week advocacy project for social work students around why voting matters. This campaign is designed to assist you every step of the way and to help you prepare for the final aspect of the campaign: hosting of a non-partisan voter registration drive.

By this point, you’ve opened the campaign guide. Read through it to get a sense of what’s involved in the campaign. You will see below that the campaign guide is organized into weekly modules and includes a copy of the calendar for that week, as well as explanations of the materials needed for the activities of that week. To find the accompanying materials for an individual week, go back to the zip file that you downloaded from Voting is Social Work’s website, and open the corresponding week in the campaign materials folder. The social media posts for each week are organized into series. Simply pick a few of the posts from that week’s social media series to post to your social media platforms throughout the week. When in doubt, refer back to the campaign zip file. You will find everything you’ll need in there. 


By the end of the campaign, you will be ready to host your fist non-partisan voter registration campaign! We are excited for you to make a difference on your campus and empower your peers by registering others to vote!




WEEK 1

Plan your social work student network meeting to discuss the campaign, fill in the volunteer sign up sheets, get permission from your school to host a non-partisan voter registration drive on campus, and be sure to educate yourself on your state’s laws.


#Protip: Visit: visit http://voter.org/sw-vot-er/ and order your team their voter badges, these make voter registration a little easier.























Why Vote Campaign Calendar
Week 1

· Sunday
· No tasks.

· Monday 
· Discuss the campaign & voter registration drive during a social work student network meeting (Fill in Volunteer Sign Up Sheet & Familiarize yourselves with the campaign materials). 

· Tuesday
· Talk to your group about making the campaign and voter registration drive as inclusive as possible (Can you get a multilingual translator? Can you bring registration forms to the home of online students who don’t leave the house? Can your out-of-town group members register their neighbors, etc.?

· Wednesday
· Order your Vot-ER Badges to make the registration process easier. 

· Thursday
· No tasks.

· Friday
· Get permission from school leadership to host a non-partisan voter registration drive on campus and SET THE DATE for the voter registration drive. 

· Saturday
· No tasks.

· Notes:
· Be sure to educate yourself on voting rights in your state as well as the voter registration process in your state (Fill out the State Specific Voter Registration Information page).





WEEK 1 MATERIALS


· State Specific Voter Registration Information Form

· Volunteer Sign Up Sheet

· Vot-ER Badge





















WEEK 2

It’s time to start incorporating social media content to advertise for the campaign and upcoming voter registration drive. We’ve already mocked up some social media content for you and organized it into “series”. Simply incorporate the campaign’s series into your group’s social media content for the week. There are a few other important things to do this week! Be sure to reference the calendar and look ahead to the next couple of weeks so you’re prepared/ Keep up the good work!

#Protip: Choose your social media days ahead of time so you don’t forget to post! 
























Why Vote Campaign Calendar
Week 2

· Sunday
· Run the Intro to the Campaign Social Media Series (Post a few of the posts from that series throughout the week).

· Monday 
· No tasks. 

· Tuesday
· Ensure your team is ready and able to register voters in your state.

· Wednesday
· No tasks.

· Thursday
· Print campaign materials (Flyers, posters, brochures).

· Friday
· No tasks. 

· Saturday
· Request voter registration materials in multiple languages. 

· Notes:
· No notes.












WEEK 2 MATERIALS

· Campaign flyers
· Posters
· Brochure
· Intro to the Campaign Social Media Series























INTRO TO THE CAMPAIGN SOCIAL MEDIA SERIES CONTENT

POST #1
· Non-partisan voter registration, education, and outreach is legal, ethical, and professional.
· Empower your clients and your communities and help them get registered to vote. 
POST #2
· NASW code of ethics requires for social workers to engage in social and political action.
· Our vote is out voice. Use it!
POST #3
· Help to keep local and national leaders accountable. 
POST #4
· People fought and died to the right to vote.
· Let’s honor their legacy – register yourself, your clients, your peers, and your community to vote. 
POST #5
· Elevate our profession’s visibility, voice, and influence with your vote. 
· Advance social justice by electing officials who honor social work values. 
POST #6
· Democracy depends on us having the right to vote. 
· Low turnout means that those who turn out to vote gain too much power which results in a lasting power imbalance -use your voice and vote!
POST #7
· If you care about clean water, good education, public housing, policing, transportation, etc. … 
· Vote municipal – elect local leaders who care about your interests. 


WEEK 3

This week, it is super important to fill out the “voter engagement” worksheet and the “voter registration drive” checklist. Be sure your entire group understands these documents. By filling out these documents, you will ensure that you and your group are ready to take on a voter registration drive! You’re making progress! Good job! 

#Protip: Use these worksheets and checklists as a group activity during a student network meeting so everyone’s on the same page. 
























Why Vote Campaign Calendar

Week 3

· Sunday
· Run the Social Work and Voting Rights Social Media Series (Post a few of 

· Monday 
· No tasks. 

· Tuesday
· No tasks.

· Wednesday
· Fill out “Voter Engagement” worksheet and “Voter Registration Drive Checklist” with your group. 

· Thursday
· No tasks.

· Friday
· Have your group change their social media banners to campaign banners. 

· Saturday
· No tasks.

· Notes:
· No notes.










WEEK 3 MATERIALS

· Voter engagement worksheet
· Voter registration drive Checklist and FAQ list
· Social Work and Voting Rights Social Media Series
























SOCIAL WORK & VOTING RIGHTS SOCIAL MEDIA SERIES CONTENT
POST #1
· The National conference of charities and corrections )NCCC) advocated for voter-related issues and encouraged social workers to become politically involved from 1897-1982 (Abramovitz, Hill, Sherraden, Rhodes, Smith, & Mizrah, 2019).

POST#2
· After the passage of The Voting Rights Act of 1965, Pemberton (1965), Wade (1966), Young Jr. (1969), & Cohen (1970), actively advocated for social workers to use civic engagement as an essential component of their daily practice (Abramovitz, Hill, Sherraden, Rhodes Smith, & Mizrah, 2019). 

POST #3
· Started in 2017, the National Social Work Voter Mobilization Campaign is “set out to register agency clients and to mainstream voter engagement in social work education” (Abramovitz, Hill, Sherraden, Rhodes Smith, & Mizrah, 2019, P.5). 

POST #4
·  In the 1920’s, Harriet Elizabeth Vittum, “A Chicago settlement House Leader, urged social workers to overcome their fears of politics to teach people how to vote, and to link it to improved neighborhood conditions” (Abramovitz, Hill, Sherraden, Rhodes Smith, & Mizrahi, 2019, P.3). 

POST #5
· Amid a withering Post-World War II attack on the expanding welfare state,” J.C. Clark in 1954, “Urged social workers to remind politicians of ‘what voters want’ and that ‘in a democracy every citizen’s vote carries equal weight” (Clark, 1954, P. 93 as cited in Abramovitz, Hill, Sherraden, Rhodes Smiths, & Mizrahi, 2019, P. 3). 

POST #6
· “Human serve pursued two strategies. Mobilization of the social service sector and advocacy for universal voter registration” and achieved federal legislative reform, in 1993, with the passage of the National Voter Registration Act (NVRA), which “required states to offer voter registration services by mail, at social service offices, and a motor vehicle offices” (Abramovitz, Hill, Sherraden, Rhodes Smith & Mizrahi, 2019, P. 3). 


WEEK 4

It’s time to get in front of your peers! Talk to a professor and request some time to talk with the class about the campaign and upcoming non-partisan voter registration drive. Maybe you can recruit some more volunteers! Ask the campus’ newsletter editor if your group can advertise in the next issue. We need people to know what’s going on, so get out there and spread the word! 


#protip: bonus points if you can recruit people outside the school of social work.

































	
Why Vote Campaign Calendar
Week 4

· Sunday
· Run the Vote Municipal Social Media series (Post a few of the posts from that series throughout the week). 

· Monday 
· No tasks. 

· Tuesday
· Speak with a professor and schedule an informational meeting during a class session.

· Wednesday
· No tasks. 

· Thursday
· Request an advertisement spot in a campus newsletter. 

· Friday
· No tasks. 

· Saturday
· Plan a Q&A session to host on your social media account to answer questions and gain support from other students or student groups. 

· Notes:
· No notes.



WEEK 4 MATERIALS

· Vote Municipal Social Media Series


















VOTE MUNICIPAL SOCIAL MEDIA SERIES CONTENT
Vote Municipal & Hold your local leaders accountable

POST #1
· Do you care about sustainability?
· Vote municipal!
· Your local leaders could have huge impacts on making your community more sustainable. 
POST #2
· Do you care about education, policing, community safety, transportation and affordable housing?
· Vote municipal!
· Your local government directly impacts each of these issues in your community. Elect local leaders that represent your values!
POST #3
· Do you care about your community having clean water?
· Vote municipal!
· Your local leaders have direct impact on your community’s wellbeing. 
POST #4
· Vote Municipal
· Mayor, City Council, City Manager, City Attorney, City Clerk, City Treasurer, Police Chief, Fire Chief, Public Works Director, Planning Director, Economic Development Director, Parks and Recreation Director, Boards and Commissions, Municipal Judge, Advisory Boards, Community Development Director. 

















WEEK 5

This week we are focusing on getting prepared for advertising for the campaign: write up your advertisement for the voter registration drive that will go to your school’s newsletter & create a quick, 5 minute, presentation that you can give to classes to get more people motivated for the upcoming voter registration drive. Again, consider creating a coalition of different groups on campus who may be interested in participating in the voter registration drive. Perhaps they can reach a different audience. The more people that know about the voter registration drive, the better. Advertise. Advertise, advertise. 




#protip: make sure your presentation and advertisement are simple, quick, and eye catching… less is more! 
































Why Vote Campaign Calendar
Week 5

· Sunday
· Run the History of Voting in America Social Media Series (Post a few of the posts from that series throughout the week).  

· Monday 
· Write up an advertisement for your campus newsletter. 

· Tuesday
· No tasks.

· Wednesday
· Create a quick presentation to give to classes in your program.  

· Thursday
· No tasks. 

· Friday
· No tasks. 

· Saturday
· No tasks.

· Notes:
· Make sure your group is confident in registering others to vote and get all the supplies you’ll need for the voter registration drive. 












 
WEEK 5 MATERIALS

· History of Voting in America Social Media Series and Infographic










HISTORY OF VOTING IN AMERICA SOCIAL MEDIA SERIES & INFOGRAPHIC CONTENT

The history of voting in America
· 1870
· Through the passage of the 15th amendment, the right to vote was granted to Black men but would be stifled again during the era of reconstruction.

· 1870-1965
· Jim Crow Era- literacy tests, poll taxes, intimidation and other restrictive measures were enacted to keep Black voters from exercising their right- these measures were not removed or barred until 1965.

· 1920
· Women were not allowed to vote until the ratification of the 19th amendment in 1920.

· 1924
· Congress enacted the Indian Citizenship Act which granted citizenship to Native Americans… the right to vote was still not guaranteed though, as some states barred Native Americans from voting until 1957. 

· 1882-1943
· Chinese immigrants were granted citizenship after the Chinese Exclusion Act was repealed in 1943… only then were they allowed to exercise their right to vote. 

· 1965
· Voting Rights Act was passed which suspended literacy tests… they were not completely banned until 1975. 

· 1984
· Polling places were required to become more accessible to older adults and people with disabilities.





HISTORY OF VOTING IN AMERICA SOCIAL MEDIA SERIES & INFOGRAPHIC CONTENT

The history of voting in America

· The system’s always been exclusive and unjust up until 1870, only white males who owned land could vote. 


· The system’s always been exclusive and unjust.
· 1870
· Through the passage of the 15th amendment, the right to vote was granted to Black men but would be stifled again during the era of reconstruction. 
 



· There are still so many ways that our votes are being suppressed today, pursue social justice by registering others to vote. Join the why vote? campaign at votingissocialwork.org






	










WEEK 6

Keep up the goof work! This week, we encourage you to host a Q&A session on your social media platforms. While you are out on campus spreading the word about the campaign and the upcoming voter registration drive, we encourage you to pass out the campaign posters, flyers, and brochures to student as a visual reminder of the upcoming event. 



#protip: invite other clubs and organizations to participate in your Q&A… maybe you all can become a coalition in fighting for voting rights in your area! 

























	








Why Vote Campaign Calendar
Week 6

· Sunday
· Run the Did You Know? Social Media Series (Post a few of the posts from that series throughout the week).   

· Monday 
· No tasks. 

· Tuesday
· Send in your advertisement for the school newsletter. 

· Wednesday
· Host your Q&A session on your social media about the voter registration drive and recruit a few new volunteers.  

· Thursday
· Host the informational meeting during a class session.  

· Friday
· No tasks. 

· Saturday
· Pass out campaign materials on campus – advertise for the upcoming voter registration drive. 

· Notes:
· No notes. 












	

WEEK 6 MATERIALS

· Campaign flyers
· Posters
· Brochure
· Did You Know Social Media Series























DID YOU KNOW? SOCIAL MEDIA SERIES CONTENT

Facebook Posts
Facebook Post #1
· Did you know 5.2 million Americans were barred from voting in the 2020 election due to felony disenfranchisement laws? Felony disenfranchisement laws vary state-to-state and disproportionately affect Balck men. Help us fight against voter suppression by joining the Why Vote? Campaign at votingissocialwork.org. For more information on felony disenfranchisement laws, visit https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/locked-out- 2020-estimates-of-people-denied-voting-rights-due-to-a-felony-conviction/
Facebook Post #2
· Did you know only 64% of voting-age Americans were registered to vote in the 2016 election, putting America behind many other highly developed democratic countries? Help us register people to vote by joining the Why Vote Campaign. Visit votingissocialwork.org. For more information on this topic visit https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/11/03/in-past-elections-u-s-trailed-most- developed-countries-in-voter-turnout/
Facebook Post #3
· Did you know 16 million people were purged from voter rolls across the country from 2014-2016? While trying to clean up the voter rolls, eligible voters are often purged from the voter rolls in the process. Many don’t find out they’ve been purged until voting day which means they’re only avle to case a provisional ballow. Help us fight these voter suppression tactics and join the Why Vote Campaign at votingissocialwork.org. For more information on this topic visit https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/ensure-every-american-can-vote/vote- suppression/voter-purges
Facebook Post #4
· Did you know 11% or 21 million U.S. citizens do not have government-issued photo identification and with voter ID laws varying from state-to-state, millions of Americans are deprived of their right to vote due to a lack of identification? Join the Why Vote Campaign and help us fight against voter suppression! Visit votingissocialwork.org. To learn more about voter ID laws in your state and how you can help oppose voter ID laws, visit https://www.aclu.org/other/oppose-voter-id-legislation-fact-sheet

Instagram Story Posts
Instagram Story Post #1
· Voting is Social Work and The Why Vote Campaign. Did you know young people struggle to vote?
Instagram Story Post #2
· 1. 39% of young people struggle to know where to vote
Instagram Story Post #3
· 2. 52% of young people struggle to schedule in time to vote – they need to rearrange work or school to be able to go vote.
Instagram Story Post #4
· 3. 26% of young people struggle and need help with their questions about candidates, ballots, and polls.
Instagram Story Post #5
· 4. 26% of young people struggle and need help discerning true vs. fake news.
Instagram Story Post #6
· 25% of young people struggle to arrange a ride to the polls.
Instagram Story Post #7
· 6. 16% of young people struggle to find someone to cover their shift while they go vote
Instagram Story Post #8
· 7. Imagine how social workers could help alleviate these issues! Let’s mobilize and help people get to the polls! Visit votingissocialwork.org and join the Why Vote Campaign! Their vote is their voice. https://circle.tufts.edu/latest-research/growing-voters-engaging-youth-they-reach-voting-age-strengthen-democracy

Barriers to Voting Infographic Content
· Barriers to Voting in America. 
· Voting is social work’s why vote campaign.
· 16 million people were purged from voter rolls across the country from 2014-2016. While trying to clean up the voter rolls, eligible voters are often purged from the voter rolls in the process. https://www.brennancenter.org/issues/ensure-every-american-can-vote/vote- suppression/voter-purges
· 5.2 million Americans were barred from voting in the 2020 election due to felony disenfranchisement laws. https://www.sentencingproject.org/publications/locked-out- 2020-estimates-of-people-denied-voting-rights-due-to-a-felony-conviction/
· “Democracy is not a spectator sport.” Marian Wright Edelman
· Only 64% of voting-age Americans were registered to vote in the 2016 election, putting America behind many other highly developed democratic countries. The process of voter registration is up to the state government to decide…some states still do not allow voter registration to occur online…https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2020/11/03/in-past-elections-u-s-trailed-most- developed-countries-in-voter-turnout/
· In 2021, 43 states proposed laws that would incorporate new voting restrictions. https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/interactive/2021/voting-restrictions-republicans-states/
· According to The Economist Intelligence Unit, America was again listed as a flawed democracy in 2020 due to rising political polarization and rising civil discord. https://www.economist.com/graphic-detail/2021/02/02/global-democracy-has-a-very-bad-year
· Help us create a stronger democracy by fighting voter suppression. There are so many ways that Americans’ votes are being suppressed today. Join the Why Vote Campaign and host your own voter registration drive! To join the Why Vote Campaign, visit votingissocialwork.org.






















	














WEEK 7

You’re almost there! Congratulations on all your hard work! Now for some logistics… make sure you have all the things you will need for the day of your voter registration drive: pens, clipboards, volunteers, decorations, and a place to set up on campus. And don’t forget to keep advertising- the more the better! 



#protip: see if there are a few people in your group that can bring a laptop or tablet to the event to check people’s voter registration status- checking voter registration status is just as important as signing up a new voter. 


































Why Vote Campaign Calendar
Week 7

· Sunday
· Run the Why Vote Social Media Series (Post a few of the posts from that series throughout the week).   

· Monday 
· No tasks. 

· Tuesday
· No tasks.

· Wednesday
· Pass out campaign materials on campus – advertise for the upcoming voter registration drive.   

· Thursday
· No tasks. 

· Friday
· Make sure you have your pens, clipboards, registration forms, table, decorations, etc. to set up on campus next week. 

· Saturday
· No tasks.

· Notes:
· No notes. 












WEEK 7 MATERIALS

· Why Vote? Social Media Series


















WHY VOTE? SOCIAL MEDIA SERIES CONTENT

· Empower and be empowered

· Our Vote – Our Voice

· Voting is a Human Right 


























	






WEEK 8

The time has come to host your first, of hopefully many, non-partisan voter registration drives! Get out from behind the table, stay positive, and get it done! Don’t forget, updating a registration is just as important as securing a new one! Once your team is finished, if you’ve collected voter registration forms, don’t forget to turn those  in right away! Congratulation on all of your team’s hard work… it’s definitely paid off. One step closer to a more inclusive democracy! YAY!




#protip: When you’re talking with someone start to put the pen and clipboard in their hand- you will be surprised at how many people will automatically start filling it out



















	











Why Vote Campaign Calendar
Week 8

· Sunday through Wednesday
· Host your voter registration on campus and in your local community. 


· Thursday through Saturday
· Don’t forget to debrief with your group & fill out the group evaluation form. 

· Plan a time to participate in this campaign again. 

































WEEK 8 MATERIALS

Congratulations on completing your first voter registration drive! Now that you’re done, we want to get your group together to evaluate your efforts. Please take some time to fill out the evaluation form to debrief on your group’s experience. What worked well? What could be improved for next time? We hope that this is the first of many registration drives for you and your group. Please take some time to fill out the evaluation form to debrief on your group’s experience. 

The work is not done- we need you to continue this effort so that we mobilize as many voters as possible and continue to empower social work students to incorporate civic engagement as a part of their daily activities as students and professionals. We encourage you to repeat this campaign on a yearly basis! Be thinking about who can carry this tradition on in your group. Or perhaps you elevate your efforts through becoming a part of the Voter Mobilization Campaign through Voting is Social Work. Either way, we hope that you will take advantage of the additional resources that we’ve compiled for you at the end of this guide. We hope that they help you amplify your efforts and inspire you to join in the work that is already being done in the field around these topics. 



· Materials:
· Evaluation form. 





	



ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Voter mobilization campaign 


· Integrate voter engagement activities not the classroom and field education
 
· Make voting rights and voter mobilization skills a part of your classroom and field assignments.

· Encourage students to organize voter registration drives at your school, agency, or field placement. 

· Activate both micro and macro students. 

· Raise awareness of the importance of voting to social work practice and social policy.

· Find activities and assignments to help you get your students involved at https://votingissocialwork.org/for-field-education/

· Professors! Elevate your efforts by joining the Voter Mobilization Campaign.






















LIST OF MACRO SW ORGANIZATIONS

Association for Community Organization and Social Action (ACOSA)

Voting Is Social Work (VISW)

Congressional Institute for Social Work and Policy (CRISP)

Influencing Social Policy (ISP)

Latino Social Work Organization

Nancy A Humphreys Institute for Political Social Work

Network for Social Work Management (NSWM)

SPEAK- Social Policy Education, Advocacy, & Knowledge 

Special Commission to Advance Macro Practice in Social Work

Vot-ER: Building a Healthy Democracy























RESOURCES ON REGISTERING SPECIAL POPULATIONS

· Formerly Incarcerated or Convicted or a Felony…?

· Restore your vote (https://campaignlegal.org/restoreyourvote)
· ACLU (https://www.aclu.org/issues/voting-rights/voter-restoration/felony-disenfranchisement-laws-map) 

· Experiencing Homelessness…?

· National Coalition for the Homeless (http://nationalhomeless.org/campaigns/voting/) 

· Survivor of Domestic Violence, Sexual Assault, Stalking or Risk of Injury to a Minor…?
· National Network to End Domestic Violence (https://nnedv.org/) 

· People with Disabilities…?
· American Association of People with Disabilities (https://www.aapd.com/advocacy/voting/voter-resource-center/) 
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